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‘COMMENT 


‘‘Careless Talk and An Opportunity’’ 


ENERAL Bradley did a good service the other day when, 

in the course of an address at a Florida college, he de- 
nounced those people who would welcome the prospect of 
broadening the war in the Far East on the principle “ that we 
are in the war already, and might as well be hanged for a sheep 
as for a lamb.” The General said that he was worried by the 
frequent and unchallenged use of the fallacious slogan: 
“Let’s face facts: we are already in world war III.” If that 
were a Valid statement, then we should be seeing all the ex- 
treme measures involved in fighting a world war. The war- 
fare in Korea, costly enough, was not “a world war with 
atomic bombs, and it was less costly than the bombing of great 
cities.” 

It may be, moreover, that a better understanding with the 
Soviet is about to develop. One swallow does not make a 
summer, but the fact remains that Russia has not maintained 


country’s Russian policy. The third of these principles was: — 


“ Remain prepared to negotiate at all times, when negotiation 
is required ”; and the last was : “ Do not be impatient and try 
to look too far ahead.” It may be that Russia’s friendly 
gesture is the first dawning of a new orientation in policy, and 
the time may be at hand to enter into fresh negotiations on 
the many outstanding subjects of contention. Such unreason- 
ing slogans as those condemned by General Bradley can only 
stand in the way of such worth 
while to remember General 
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of action for determined 


F 


MARCH 7, 


1953 83 


of new forms of dissent from time to time, one general form of - 


religious worship has persisted for nearly three centuries— 
hymns, prayers, biblical readings, sermon—in an order that 
varies only slightly from church to church. Apart from the 


modern tendency to introduce optional Orders of Service in 


some branches of the Free Churches, and the gradual addition 
of modern hymns to the “ Psalms of David and Meter ” and 
scriptural Paraphrases, there have, so far as I am aware, been 
only two important innovations in nonconformist worship ; 
the Methodist Class Meeting, very important historically, but 
now, I am told, largely fallen into abeyance, and the Quaker 
Meeting, which still persists, but to which many find it hard to 
adapt themselves. One would have thought that the Unitarian 
body, with its complete freedom, in a formal sense, from ec- 
clesiastical tradition, would have made more fertile experi- 
ments in new forms of worship, especially in view of the large 
number of Orders of Worship that appeared in individual 
Arian and Unitarian congregations during the 18th and 19th 
centuries ; but somehow that has not occurred. 

It is therefore with considerable interest that I am await- 
ing next Sunday morning, when our minister is beginning what 
to me is a new type of service, called by him an Open Fellow- 
ship. “ These meetings,” he says, “ are intended as definitely 
religious meetings, with the dominant aim of realizing God’s 
presence and bringing our lives into His light. But religious 
meetings need not be formal, nor need the minister be the only 
speaker. Our Open Fellowship is intended to enable any per- 
son to speak out what is in his heart, as the spirit moves him. 
I believe that our Free Religious Faith requires such oppor- 
tunities. We must not lay down in advance the lines on which 
such Fellowship will develop, but should be prepared to go for- 
ward in faith and trust. If we commit ourselves to the guidance 
of Faith and Charity we may be sure that the venture will be 
well rewarded.” 


preclude preparation ; 


to see the experiment fail; but I it will succeed, 
seems to open the way towards a much greater lay con- 
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Commentator. 


OXFORD — SIX MONTHS 
AFTERWARDS 


By Mildred and Robert Raible 


(Mrs. and the Rev. Robert Raible were American 
delegates at the Conference of the International 
Association for Religious Freedom at Oxford last 
year. Their impressions are of particular interest.) 


is “a solid and nervous assenter of discriminating a 
and nothing makes us realize it more than attendance at meet- 
ings such as the 1A.R-F. Conference at Oxford last August. 
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present flood disaster, and has made a substantial contribution 3 
towards relief. Some weeks ago I quoted the Five Principles j 
laid down by Mr. George Kennan, the former United States iad 
ambassador at Moscow, which, he believed, should govern his he 
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Southern Rhodesia, indeed, nullified all his professions of re- | 
settlers would in control, 
Rhodesians would wish to throw in their lot with Dr. Malan’s 
“ white front”; the whole scheme, indeed, is being pushed at 
the present moment because the white settlers wish to control ; 
Central Africa before the natives have been sufficiently " 
educated by the Colonial Office to take a place in government : - 
ais said that 
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removed from the impartial and august administration of of one of the been 
the Crown, and abandoned to the fierce self-interest of a small 
shite population.” ruc - when we got to clarify S position we < 
“Am Open Fellowship” 
could not make such a statement as that anywhere 
QC NE of the most remarkable facts about the history of ‘a the United States and hold his position 24 hours... so 
British Nonconformity, is that im spite of the emergence intense is the anti-communist hysteria in the United States. | 


ii 


+3 
= 
3 
4 
$ 
4 
tis 
it 
3 
| 
] 
“ 
2 


#955 


MARCH 7, 


3 


ee: 


which can continue to affect his conduct at | 
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perfect law, the law of liberty, not a constrai 
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but the free expression of the nature which i 


By Francis Terry 
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CALENDAR OF THE CHURCHES 
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